A new simple therapeutic method for chronic subdural hematoma without irrigation and drainage.
We developed a new simple therapeutic method for the treatment of chronic subdural hematoma (CSDH) without irrigation and drainage. This method is characterized by replacement of the hematoma with oxygen. Seventy patients (seventy-eight sides) with CSDH were treated with this method from May 1994 to October 2002. For the complete replacement of the hematoma with oxygen, subdural tapping site was changed from the thickest area of the hematoma to the parietal tuber. Irrigation and drainage were not used in all patients. Neurological recovery after the treatment was satisfactory in all 70 patients. An average amount of replaced hematoma was 96.1 ml, ranging from 5 to 280 ml. An initial hematoma pressure ranged from 0 to 200 mm H2O (average: 92.1 mm H2O). During the follow up periods, clinical recurrence was noted in 7 patients (10%) and 7 sides (9.0%). The replacement of the hematoma with oxygen via percutaneous subdural tapping without irrigation and drainage is useful and less invasive method for the treatment of CSDH.